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Half a century after his assassination, John F. Kennedy continues to evoke
widespread fascination, looming large in America’s historical memory. Popular
portrayals often show Kennedy as a mythic, heroic figure, but these depictions
can obscure the details of the president’s actual achievements and challenges.
Despite the short length of his time in office, during his presidency, Kennedy
dealt with many of the issues that would come to define the 1960s, including the
burgeoning Cold War and the growing Civil Rights movement.

In John F. Kennedy: The Spirit of Cold War Liberalism, Jason K. Duncan
explains Kennedy’s significance as a political figure of the 20th century in U.S.
and world history. Duncan contextualizes Kennedy’s political career through his
personal life and addresses the legacy the president left behind. In a concise
narrative supplemented by primary documents, including presidential speeches
and critical reviews from the left and right, Duncan builds a biography that
elucidates the impact of this iconic president and the history of the 1960s.
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large in America’s historical memory. Popular portrayals often show Kennedy as a mythic, heroic figure, but
these depictions can obscure the details of the president’s actual achievements and challenges. Despite the
short length of his time in office, during his presidency, Kennedy dealt with many of the issues that would
come to define the 1960s, including the burgeoning Cold War and the growing Civil Rights movement.

In John F. Kennedy: The Spirit of Cold War Liberalism, Jason K. Duncan explains Kennedy’s significance
as a political figure of the 20th century in U.S. and world history. Duncan contextualizes Kennedy’s political
career through his personal life and addresses the legacy the president left behind. In a concise narrative
supplemented by primary documents, including presidential speeches and critical reviews from the left and
right, Duncan builds a biography that elucidates the impact of this iconic president and the history of the
1960s.
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Editorial Review

Review

"In this sparkling short biography, Jason Duncan provides an exceptionally balanced view of John Kennedy.
This gem-like book shows how Kennedy's many travels shaped his later presidency, including the founding
of the Peace Corps. On each aspect of Kennedy's life, Duncan clearly and concisely presents both sides
before deftly offering his own conclusion."

– William J. Rorabaugh, author of The Real Making of the President: Kennedy, Nixon, and the 1960 Election

"First the Kennedy life, then the myth, then the revisionism. Only now, a half-century on, do we have the
distance required to put the thirty-fifth president into perspective. Jason Duncan has given us an insightful,
accessible account of Kennedy and his era, reminding us what he accomplished and why it matters."

– H.W. Brands, author of American Dreams: The United States since 1945

"Professor Duncan's concise but absorbing biography of one of America's most unforgettable presidents
offers students a rich and well balanced understanding of Kennedy's heritage, achievements, failings, and
legacy. Especially insightful are its treatments of his emergence as a national figure, his efforts to manage
conflicting traditions and pressures, and his handling of a critical stage in the Cold War."

– Ellis W. Hawley, author of The Great War and the Search for a Modern Order

About the Author

Jason K. Duncan is Professor of History at Aquinas College in Grand Rapids, Michigan.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Otis Thompson:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era just where everything reachable by connect to the internet and
the resources inside it can be true or not require people to be aware of each details they get. How many
people to be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book.
Examining a book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information mainly this John F. Kennedy: The
Spirit of Cold War Liberalism (Routledge Historical Americans) book as this book offers you rich
information and knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it
you know.



Adele Rowan:

This John F. Kennedy: The Spirit of Cold War Liberalism (Routledge Historical Americans) are usually
reliable for you who want to be a successful person, why. The key reason why of this John F. Kennedy: The
Spirit of Cold War Liberalism (Routledge Historical Americans) can be among the great books you must
have is actually giving you more than just simple reading through food but feed a person with information
that maybe will shock your earlier knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it just about
everywhere and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed types. Beside that this John F. Kennedy:
The Spirit of Cold War Liberalism (Routledge Historical Americans) forcing you to have an enormous of
experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we understand it useful in
your day action. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Pat Swartz:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray an individual, why because this John F. Kennedy: The Spirit of Cold
War Liberalism (Routledge Historical Americans) reserve written by well-known writer who really knows
well how to make book that can be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written in good manner
for you, still dripping wet every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still
hesitation John F. Kennedy: The Spirit of Cold War Liberalism (Routledge Historical Americans) as good
book not just by the cover but also by the content. This is one book that can break don't ascertain book by its
include, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your studying sixth
sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.

Danny Saleem:

Reading a book to get new life style in this year; every people loves to learn a book. When you study a book
you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, due to the fact
book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book that
you have read. If you wish to get information about your examine, you can read education books, but if you
act like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, these us novel, comics, and also soon. The
John F. Kennedy: The Spirit of Cold War Liberalism (Routledge Historical Americans) will give you new
experience in reading through a book.
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