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Building on the work of biblical scholars—Rudolph Bultmann, Raymond Brown,
Jane Schaberg, and Robert Funk, among others—filmmaker Paul Verhoeven
disrobes the mythical Jesus to reveal a man who has much in common with other
great political leaders throughout history—human beings who believed that
change was coming in their lifetimes. Gone is the Jesus of the miracles, gone the
son of God, gone the weaver of arcane parables whose meanings are obscure. In
their place Verhoeven gives us his vision of Jesus as a complete man, someone
who was changed by events, the leader of a political movement, and, perhaps
most importantly, someone who, in his speeches and sayings, introduced a new
ethic in which the embrace of human contradictions transcends the mechanics of
value and worth that had defined the material world before Jesus. "The Romans
saw [Jesus] as an insurrectionist, what today is often called a terrorist. It is very
likely there were ‘wanted’ posters of him on the gates of Jerusalem. He was
dangerous because he was proclaiming the Kingdom of Heaven, but this wasn’t
the Kingdom of Heaven as we think of it now, some spectral thing in the future,
up in the sky. For Jesus, the Kingdom of Heaven was a very tangible thing.
Something that was already present on Earth, in the same way that Che Guevara
proclaimed Marxism as the advent of world change. If you were totalitarian
rulers, running an occupation like the Romans, this was troubling talk, and that
was why Jesus was killed." —Paul Verhoeven, from profile by Mark Jacobson in
New York Magazine
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Building on the work of biblical scholars—Rudolph Bultmann, Raymond Brown, Jane Schaberg, and Robert
Funk, among others—filmmaker Paul Verhoeven disrobes the mythical Jesus to reveal a man who has much
in common with other great political leaders throughout history—human beings who believed that change
was coming in their lifetimes. Gone is the Jesus of the miracles, gone the son of God, gone the weaver of
arcane parables whose meanings are obscure. In their place Verhoeven gives us his vision of Jesus as a
complete man, someone who was changed by events, the leader of a political movement, and, perhaps most
importantly, someone who, in his speeches and sayings, introduced a new ethic in which the embrace of
human contradictions transcends the mechanics of value and worth that had defined the material world
before Jesus. "The Romans saw [Jesus] as an insurrectionist, what today is often called a terrorist. It is very
likely there were ‘wanted’ posters of him on the gates of Jerusalem. He was dangerous because he was
proclaiming the Kingdom of Heaven, but this wasn’t the Kingdom of Heaven as we think of it now, some
spectral thing in the future, up in the sky. For Jesus, the Kingdom of Heaven was a very tangible thing.
Something that was already present on Earth, in the same way that Che Guevara proclaimed Marxism as the
advent of world change. If you were totalitarian rulers, running an occupation like the Romans, this was
troubling talk, and that was why Jesus was killed." —Paul Verhoeven, from profile by Mark Jacobson in
New York Magazine
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Editorial Review

Review
• "Verhoeven turns out to be a member of the Jesus Seminar, a collection mostly of scholars devoted to
reconstructing the historical Jesus, and much of what he has to say is shrewd and learned." --Adam Gopnik,
New Yorker
• "Jesus goes from being a follower of John the Baptist to inspired exorcist to peace-loving proclaimer of the
Kingdom of God to a messianic rebel forced by the authorities and Romans into a radicalized corner to fight
for his developing and somewhat desperate beliefs. Rather than forcing himself to throw out major portions
of the story to make his sense of Jesus fit a given thesis, Verhoeven manages to pull together all the major
threads and make narrative sense of it all." --Christopher Napolitano, Playboy
• "Verhoeven has written an excellent book." --Paul Schrader, Film Comment

About the Author
After receiving advanced degrees in math and physics, PAUL VERHOEVEN began to make movies,
eventually moving from his native Holland to Los Angeles in 1985, where he also became the only non-
theologian admitted into the Jesus Seminar, a group of seventy-seven eminent scholars in theology,
philosophy, linguistics, and biblical history. Verhoeven is the director of successful films such as Turkish
Delight, The Fourth Man, RoboCop, Basic Instinct, and Starship Troopers.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Karen Arsenault:

Book is written, printed, or created for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a guide. Book
has a different type. As we know that book is important matter to bring us around the world. Next to that you
can your reading talent was fluently. A e-book Jesus of Nazareth will make you to end up being smarter. You
can feel a lot more confidence if you can know about anything. But some of you think which open or reading
a book make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you searching for
best book or acceptable book with you?

Richard Mills:

This Jesus of Nazareth book is simply not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands.
The benefit you get by reading this book is information inside this publication incredible fresh, you will get
info which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of information you will get. This kind of Jesus of Nazareth
without we realize teach the one who reading through it become critical in contemplating and analyzing.
Don't be worry Jesus of Nazareth can bring whenever you are and not make your handbag space or
bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This Jesus
of Nazareth having good arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not feel uninterested in
reading.



Deborah Rost:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information presently can get by anyone in
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even an issue. What people must be consider
if those information which is within the former life are difficult to be find than now could be taking seriously
which one would work to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you get the unstable
resource then you buy it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen inside you if you take Jesus of Nazareth as the daily resource information.

Joseph Cosgrove:

The book untitled Jesus of Nazareth is the reserve that recommended to you to learn. You can see the quality
of the reserve content that will be shown to you. The language that article author use to explained their ideas
are easily to understand. The article author was did a lot of study when write the book, therefore the
information that they share to you is absolutely accurate. You also could possibly get the e-book of Jesus of
Nazareth from the publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.
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