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In its first thousand years—from the revelations to Muhammad in the seventh
century to the great Islamic empires of the sixteenth--Islamic civilization
flourished. While Europeans suffered through the Dark Ages, Muslims in such
cities as Jerusalem, Damascus, Alexandria, Fez, Tunis, Cairo, and Baghdad made
remarkable advances in philosophy, science, medicine, literature, and art. This
engrossing and accessible book explores the first millennium of Islamic culture,
shattering stereotypes and enlightening readers about the events and
achievements that have shaped contemporary Islamic civilization.

Jonathan Bloom and Sheila Blair examine the rise of Islam, the life of
Muhammad, and the Islamic principles of faith. They describe the golden age of
the Abbasids, the Mongol invasions, and the great Ottoman, Safavid, and Mughal
empires that emerged in their wake. Their narrative, complemented by excerpts
of the Koran, poetry, biographies, inscriptions, travel guides, and even a
thirteenth-century recipe, concludes with a brief epilogue that takes us to the
twenty-first century. Colorfully illustrated, this book is a wonderful introduction
to the rich history of a civilization that still radically affects the world.
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In its first thousand years—from the revelations to Muhammad in the seventh century to the great Islamic
empires of the sixteenth--Islamic civilization flourished. While Europeans suffered through the Dark Ages,
Muslims in such cities as Jerusalem, Damascus, Alexandria, Fez, Tunis, Cairo, and Baghdad made
remarkable advances in philosophy, science, medicine, literature, and art. This engrossing and accessible
book explores the first millennium of Islamic culture, shattering stereotypes and enlightening readers about
the events and achievements that have shaped contemporary Islamic civilization.

Jonathan Bloom and Sheila Blair examine the rise of Islam, the life of Muhammad, and the Islamic
principles of faith. They describe the golden age of the Abbasids, the Mongol invasions, and the great
Ottoman, Safavid, and Mughal empires that emerged in their wake. Their narrative, complemented by
excerpts of the Koran, poetry, biographies, inscriptions, travel guides, and even a thirteenth-century recipe,
concludes with a brief epilogue that takes us to the twenty-first century. Colorfully illustrated, this book is a
wonderful introduction to the rich history of a civilization that still radically affects the world.
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Editorial Review

Review
"A timely study and important background to understanding the faith of more than one-fifth of the world's
population today." John L. Espositio, University Professor, Georgetown University and author of Islam: The
Straight Path and editor of The Oxford History of Islam

From the Back Cover
"A timely study and important background to understanding the faith of more than one- fifth of the world's
population today."—John L. Esposito, University Professor, Georgetown University and author of Islam:
The Straight Path and editor of The Oxford History of Islam

About the Author

Jonathan Bloom and Sheila Blair are the Norma Jean Calderwood University Professors of Islamic and
Asian Art at Boston College. They have written or contributed to many books on the history of Islamic art
and architecture and recently served as principal consultants for Gardner Films’ acclaimed PBS
documentary, Islam: Empire of Faith, for which this book was the companion volume.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Angel Gardner:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing
for us to find out everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or maybe goal; it means that reserve
has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They are reading
whatever they consider because their hobby is actually reading a book. Consider the person who don't like
looking at a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book if they found difficult problem as well as
exercise. Well, probably you should have this Islam: A Thousand Years of Faith and Power.

Judith Robinson:

What do you consider book? It is just for students because they are still students or that for all people in the
world, the particular best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that problem above. Every person
has different personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they
don't need do that. You must know how great as well as important the book Islam: A Thousand Years of
Faith and Power. All type of book would you see on many solutions. You can look for the internet options or
other social media.



John Guenther:

Reading a book tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can share their idea.
Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their reader with their story as well as
their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the books. But also they write about the information
about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your children,
there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their expertise
in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write with their book. One of them is this Islam: A
Thousand Years of Faith and Power.

Caroline Edwards:

The book untitled Islam: A Thousand Years of Faith and Power contain a lot of information on that. The
writer explains her idea with easy way. The language is very straightforward all the people, so do not
necessarily worry, you can easy to read it. The book was authored by famous author. The author brings you
in the new period of time of literary works. You can actually read this book because you can continue
reading your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book throughout anywhere and anytime. If you
want to buy the e-book, you can wide open their official web-site and order it. Have a nice study.
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