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In September 1956, Life magazine published a photo-essay by Gordon Parks
entitled "The Restraints: Open and Hidden," which documented the everyday
activities and rituals of one extended African American family living in the rural
South under Jim Crow segregation. One of the most powerful photographs
depicts Joanne Thornton Wilson and her niece, Shirley Anne Kirksey, standing in
front of atheater in Mobile, Alabama, an image which became a forceful
"weapon of choice," as Parks would say, in the struggle against racism and
segregation. While 26 photographs were eventually published in Life and some
were exhibited in hislifetime, the bulk of Parks' assignment was thought to be
lost. In 2011, five years after Parks death, The Gordon Parks Foundation
discovered more than 70 color transparencies at the bottom of an old storage bin
marked " Segregation Series' that are now published for the first timein

Segregation Sory.
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In September 1956, Life magazine published a photo-essay by Gordon Parks entitled "The Restraints. Open
and Hidden," which documented the everyday activities and rituals of one extended African American
family living in the rural South under Jim Crow segregation. One of the most powerful photographs depicts
Joanne Thornton Wilson and her niece, Shirley Anne Kirksey, standing in front of atheater in Mobile,
Alabama, an image which became aforceful "weapon of choice," as Parks would say, in the struggle against
racism and segregation. While 26 photographs were eventually published in Life and some were exhibited in
his lifetime, the bulk of Parks' assignment was thought to be lost. In 2011, five years after Parks' death, The
Gordon Parks Foundation discovered more than 70 color transparencies at the bottom of an old storage bin
marked " Segregation Series' that are now published for the first time in Segregation Story.
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Editorial Review

Review

After nearly six decades much of the anger in America has dissipated and many wrongs have been righted,
but the truth that Parks captured with his camera, his chronicle of suffering and redemption, of courage in the
face of appalling injustice, still possesses an unsettling power. (The Editors The Economist)

Gordon Parks courageous photography helped awaken America at the dawn of the civil rights era. Hewas a
master of portraying people from every walk of life. (The Editors CBS)

The portraits are classic Parks; they are sympathetic but not simpering, and aim to emphasi ze the subjects’
humanity rather than shallowly flatter. (Lilly Lampe Los Angeles Review of Books)

Gordon Parks was born into poverty and segregation in Fort Scott, Kansas, in 1912. An itinerant labourer, he
worked as a brothel pianist and railcar porter, among other jobs, before buying a camera at a pawnshop and
teaching himself photography. In 1956, Life magazine published his photo-essay The Restraints: Open and
Hidden, which revealed the day to day existence of African American familiesliving in the rural South under
Jim Crow segregation. The piece sought to show the magazine's (largely white) audience that black people,
even those living under segregation, lived full, rich and ordinary lives. For many years, the full series was
thought lost, but in 2011, more than 70 colour transparencies were resdiscovered. Many of these beautiful
images have been republished by Steidl, in the book Segregation Story. (The Editors The Telegraph)

Along with the half-dozen spreads (contai ning twenty-six images) of the published article, Segregation Story
includes sixty photographs Parks made while working on the project. In many ways, they are even more
powerful without any text, for words are like a small cup dipped into the deep well of these images, which
are so rich in information—and, at times, in mystery. Social issues are only part of the story. Parks had a
particular genius for portraying the imaginative worlds of childhood—an image of two boysin overalls
fishing, our view of them framed by moss-choked branches, is a masterpiece in itself. (Barry Schwabsky
Bookforum)

Rare and striking images of everyday lifein the Jim Crow South. (The Editors Garden & Gun)

The rare transparencies had been rediscovered that year by Peter W. Kunhardt Jr., the executive director of
the Gordon Parks Foundation, who found them in an unopened cardboard box in their archives. Although the
photo was essentially unknown before then, it recently gained prominence when a cropped version of the
image graced the cover of the book “ Gordon Parks: Segregation Story,” which was published by Steidl as the
catalog for the High Museum'’s current show of the same namein Atlanta. (James Estrin The New York
Times- Lens)

What' s most interesting, then, is how little overt racial strife is depicted in the resulting picturesin Gordon
Parks: Segregation Story, at the High Museum through June 7, 2015, and how much more complicated they
are than straightforward reportage on segregation. Sure, there' s some conventional reporting; several pictures
hinge on “whites/blacks only” signs, for example. But most of the pictures are studies of individuals,
carefully composed and shot in lush color. (Anderson Scott artsatl.com)

Parks, raised in a poor tebnant-farming family, became one of the most celebrated photographers of his
generation, not only because of hisimages, which often held a harsh mirror up to American racism, but also



because of hiswritings ? his memoirs and the semi-autobiographical novel "The Learning Tree" ? and his
1971 action movie, "Shaft," which helped open new avenues for black actors and directors. (Randy Kennedy
The New York Times Arts & Leisure)

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Donna Lacher:

The book Gordon Parks: Segregation Story gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. Y ou can
use to make your capable alot more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you getting pressure or
having big problem using your subject. If you can make looking at a book Gordon Parks: Segregation Story
being your habit, you can get considerably more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your
knowledge about many or all subjects. Y ou may know everything if you like start and read a e-book Gordon
Parks: Segregation Story. Kinds of book are alot of. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or other
individuals. So, how do you think about this book?

William Walker :

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive now, people have
do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and notice
by ssimply surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated the item for awhileis
reading. Sure, by reading a book your ability to survive raise then having chance to remain than other is high.
For you personally who want to start reading a new book, we give you this kind of Gordon Parks:
Segregation Story book as starter and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is usually more than just
abook.

Bella Singer:

Gordon Parks: Segregation Story can be one of your nice books that are good idea. Most of us recommend
that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in words, easy
to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The copy writer giving his/her effort to
set every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing Gordon Parks. Segregation Story nevertheless doesn't
forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource info that maybe
you can be one of it. This great information could drawn you into fresh stage of crucia imagining.

IrmaKelner:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This specific book Gordon Parks: Segregation Story was colourful
and of course has pictures around. As we know that book Gordon Parks: Segregation Story has many kinds
or type. Start from kids until teens. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and believe you
are the character on there. Therefore, not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it makes you feel
happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book to suit your needs and try to like reading that will.
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