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Editing isatricky business. It requires analytical flair and creative panache, the
patience of asaint and the vision of awriter. Transforming a manuscript into a
book that edifies, inspires, and sells? That’ s the job of the developmental editor,
whose desk is the first stop for many manuscripts on the road to bookdom—a
route ably mapped out in the pages of Developmental Editing.

Author Scott Norton has worked with a diverse range of authors, editors, and
publishers, and his handbook provides an approach to developmental editing that
islogical, collaborative, humorous, and realistic. He starts with the core tasks of
shaping the proposal, finding the hook, and building the narrative or argument,
and then turnsto the hard work of executing the plan and establishing a style.

Developmental Editing includes detailed case studies featuring a variety of
nonfiction books—election-year polemic, popular science, memoir, travel
guide—and authors ranging from first-timer to veteran, journalist to scholar.
Handy sidebars offer advice on how to become a developmental editor, create
effective illustration programs, and adapt sophisticated fiction techniques (such
as point of view, suspense, plotting, character, and setting) to nonfiction writing.

Norton’s book also provides freelance copyeditors with away to earn higher fees
while introducing more creativity into their work lives. It gives acquisitions,
marketing, and production staff a vocabulary for diagnosing a manuscript’s flaws
and techniques for transforming it into a bestseller. And perhaps most
importantly, Developmental Editing equips authors with the concrete tools they
need to reach their audiences.
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Editing is atricky business. It requires analytical flair and creative panache, the patience of a saint and the
vision of awriter. Transforming a manuscript into a book that edifies, inspires, and sells? That' s the job of
the developmental editor, whose desk is the first stop for many manuscripts on the road to bookdom—a route
ably mapped out in the pages of Developmental Editing.

Author Scott Norton has worked with a diverse range of authors, editors, and publishers, and his handbook
provides an approach to developmental editing that islogical, collaborative, humorous, and realistic. He
starts with the core tasks of shaping the proposal, finding the hook, and building the narrative or argument,
and then turns to the hard work of executing the plan and establishing a style.

Developmental Editing includes detailed case studies featuring a variety of nonfiction books—election-year
polemic, popular science, memoir, travel guide—and authors ranging from first-timer to veteran, journalist to
scholar. Handy sidebars offer advice on how to become a developmental editor, create effective illustration
programs, and adapt sophisticated fiction techniques (such as point of view, suspense, plotting, character,
and setting) to nonfiction writing.

Norton’s book also provides freelance copyeditors with away to earn higher fees while introducing more
creativity into their work lives. It gives acquisitions, marketing, and production staff a vocabulary for
diagnosing a manuscript’ s flaws and techniques for transforming it into a bestseller. And perhaps most
importantly, Developmental Editing equips authors with the concrete tools they need to reach their
audiences.
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Editorial Review

Review

"I've done afair amount of developmental editing, yet Norton has managed to fill hisbook with things |
didn't know - or had forgotten or stopped being very disciplined about. Editors of every stripe - DES, line
editors, copyeditors - can learn much from this fresh, readable, and practical book." (Wendalyn Nichals,
Copyediting)"

About the Author

Scott Norton isdirector of editing, design, and production at the University of California Press.
Users Review

From reader reviews:

L awrence Rector:

Book isto be different per grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. We all know
that that book is very important usually. The book Developmental Editing: A Handbook for Freelancers,
Authors, and Publishers (Chicago Guides to Writing, Editing, and Publishing) had been making you to know
about other understanding and of course you can take more information. It is quite advantages for you. The
guide Developmental Editing: A Handbook for Freelancers, Authors, and Publishers (Chicago Guides to
Writing, Editing, and Publishing) is not only giving you alot more new information but also to be your
friend when you experience bored. Y ou can spend your personal spend time to read your guide. Try to make
rel ationship together with the book Developmental Editing: A Handbook for Freelancers, Authors, and
Publishers (Chicago Guides to Writing, Editing, and Publishing). Y ou never really feel lose out for
everything in the event you read some books.

Angel Garcia:

This Developmenta Editing: A Handbook for Freelancers, Authors, and Publishers (Chicago Guidesto
Writing, Editing, and Publishing) tend to be reliable for you who want to be described as a successful person,
why. The main reason of this Developmental Editing: A Handbook for Freelancers, Authors, and Publishers
(Chicago Guides to Writing, Editing, and Publishing) can be one of the great books you must have is usually
giving you more than just simple examining food but feed an individual with information that maybe will
shock your previous knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and
whenever your conditionsin the e-book and printed types. Beside that this Developmental Editing: A
Handbook for Freelancers, Authors, and Publishers (Chicago Guides to Writing, Editing, and Publishing)
forcing you to have an enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical
thinking that we realize it useful in your day task. So , let's have it and revel in reading.



Allison Carson:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With examining you can get a
lot of information that will give you benefit in your life. Having book everyonein this world can certainly
share their idea. Books can also inspire alot of people. A great deal of author can inspire all their reader with
their story or perhaps their experience. Not only situation that share in the ebooks. But also they write about
the data about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
young ones, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve their
proficiency in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write for their book. One of them is this
Developmental Editing: A Handbook for Freelancers, Authors, and Publishers (Chicago Guides to Writing,
Editing, and Publishing).

Shirley Bishop:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Aim
to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't determine book by its protect may doesn't
work is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic asin the
outside search likes. Maybe you answer can be Developmental Editing: A Handbook for Freelancers,
Authors, and Publishers (Chicago Guides to Writing, Editing, and Publishing) why because the great cover
that make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint you. The inside or content is usually
fantastic as the outside or even cover. Y our reading sixth sense will directly show you to pick up this book.
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